December CLGC Meeting

“Winch Launching”
Don’t Miss It!!
December 9, 2008 – 7:30 PM
Speaker: Herb Kilian
Have you ever launched a glider from a winch? Would you like
to hear from someone who has had move than 500 winch
launches in Germany and France along with being a German
certified Winch Driver with 3000 launches? Then come listen
to Herb talk about his experiences!

Th e A i r B u b b l e
The Newsletter of The

2009 CLGC Seminar
Saturday, February 21, 2009
The 2009 ChicagoLand Glider Council Spring Seminar has
been set for Saturday, February 21 at the beautiful Seigle
Auditorium
at
Elgin
Community
College.
See
http://chicagolandglidercouncil.com for more details.

Chicagoland Glider Council
Est. 1938
- December, 2008 Board of Directors
President - John DeRosa
Vice-President – Herb Kilian
Treasurer – John O’Brien
Secretary – [vacant]
Past-President & Director – Curt Lewis
Newsletter Editor – John DeRosa

2009 Youth Grant
Applicants Wanted!!

http://chicagolandglidercouncil.com

Each year the CLGC awards at least one youth grant. Are you the
lucky one this year? We all know that youth are the future of soaring
and we must foster their efforts as often as we can. This scholarship
is your CLGC dues in action in a direct and positive way.
The requirements to apply for the 2009 grant are;







Be a member in good standing of the ChicagoLand Glider
Council as of January 1st, 2009.
Be between the ages of 14 and 21 (inclusive) as of January
1st, 2009.
Reside within 150 miles of Chicago.
Did not receive the previous year’s primary grant.
Obtain a written recommendation from a Certified Flight
Instructor Glider (CFIG) who is familiar with the
applicant’s qualifications and…
Write an original typed essay of 500-1000 words on "What
Soaring Means to Me…."

Please see the attached CLGC Grant application form.
application deadline is March 1st, 2009.
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The

pondering an extraordinarily well thought out half-baked idea, when
it happened, I got my first irate phone call of the day.

Aviation Quotes for the Month
- Anonymous -

After the obligatory, "hello, how are you," and we exchanged names,
my caller told me that he was a GA mechanic who works in northern
California. I immediately did the time zone math, and came up with 3
hours difference. Out of habit, honed by experience, I hastily picked
up my pen and found some notepaper and was ready to copy because
deep in my bones I knew this call was important.

Things Which Do You No Good in Aviation:
- The altitude above you
- The runway behind you
- The airspeed you don’t have
- Half a second ago
There are three simple rules for making a smooth landing:
Unfortunately, no one knows what they are.
It’s best to keep the pointy end going forward as much as
possible.
You can land anywhere once.
Remember folks, in an airplane you’re always a student.

How so? I will bet you a dollar to a donut that no mechanic in any
time zone has ever, gotten up at 5:46 AM, just to call a bureaucrat in
Washington and tell me what a fine job the FAA is doing. So I sat
there, pen in hand, patiently waiting for the bomb to be dropped.
It wasn't long in coming. "Mr. O'Brien?"--- "I got a bone to pick with
you." He voiced his complaint in a slow, steady, low control voice
that could only be uttered through clenched teeth. His issue was that
the FAA was allowing pilots to work on their own airplanes at a GA
airport that will remain nameless. He claimed a lot of this illegal
work was done in the owner's hangers on the weekends behind closed
doors.

Your 2009 Chicagoland Glider Council dues are due on January 1,
2009. Please help support our efforts such as the youth grant,
monthly meetings and the yearly seminar. The renewal form is
attached to this month’s newsletter. Thank you in advance for your
contribution! Note: CGC, WCSA and SSI members – your CLGC
dues are part of your club dues.

His main gripe was the work the pilots were doing was not only
doing the preventive maintenance called out in appendix A of Part
43, but everything else including engine swaps, sheet metal work,
radio and STC installations, or whatever else you can imagine. I told
him that I would contact the local FSDO and ask them to step up the
weekend surveillance work at the airport. Also, I told him I would
recommend to the FSDO's Aviation Safety Program manager that he
give some Aviation Safety Programs on the privileges and limitations
of pilot performed maintenance.

Contributions Anyone?

I told him if nothing positive happened in a month then he had the
right to call me back and give me hell. He seemed satisfied with this
telephone pact with a DC devil and we parted on good terms.

CLGC Dues are Due!

Pictures? Accomplishments? Suggestions? Articles? Speaker
Topics? Please let us know If you have anything that you would like
to have included in future newsletters or meetings. PLEASE send
them to JOHN@DEROSAWEB.COM or call 847-844-8776.

Moved? New Email?
Please let us know to keep our database up to date. Send an
email to JOHN@DEROSAWEB.COM or call 847-844-8776
Thanks!!

The FAA's Bill O'Brien on
Owner Performed
Maintenance
Article 105
FAA Feedback column
AMT Magazine
Bill O'Brien
October 12, 2000
It was 8:46 am on a Tuesday morning two weeks ago. I was
sequestered in my D.C. cubicle of power trying half-heartedly to
tease some common sense out of some meaningless wall charts that
were left over from the day before "brain storming session." I was

While I waited for the West Coast to go to work I began thinking
about pilot performed maintenance. There are two major problems
that are always occurring. The first problem is the pilot usually does
not have the proper tools, the current data, or the expertise to do the
job. The second problem is that pilots rarely make a maintenance
entry in the aircraft's log book even though it is required by the
regulations. It always astounds me what lengths pilots will take, to
save a buck.
Now pilot/owners reading this always will say what's the Big Deal!
"Is my airplane, its my hide on the line," or "I know what I can do or
not!" and "Why sign a log book and give the Feds the rope to hang
me." My response is: Regulations and workmanship aside, the Big
Deal is what happens to the people you leave behind. When there is
an accident, especially a fatal one, and maintenance is determined to
be a factor, the FAA inspector performing the accident investigation
always goes to the last entry in the log book. Many times the last
entry was an Annual inspection, up to six or seven months prior to
the accident. In addition the aircraft could have 50 to 60 additional
hours on the Hobbs meter.
Now imagine if you will, you are working in your hangar and a Fed
shows up, and he takes you aside and quietly tells you that an
airplane you worked on six months ago has crashed, and three people
are dead, including a nine year old boy. While that bit of horrifying
news is slowly sinking in; the FAA inspector then asks you if he
could see the work order for the aircraft in question.
Despite a well deserved reputation mechanics have for being stoic
individuals in a very demanding career field, when the work order is
handed over, no mechanic has ever failed to ask me in a low, strained
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voice, "Do you know what went wrong?" I usually can't answer him
right away. I heard his question just fine, but it's his haunted eyes that
steal my attention. Those eyes are screaming at me, "Did I make a
mistake?" "Did I killed those people?"

operations and the replacement of small standard parts not involving
complex
assembly operations.

Many times with the help of eyewitnesses, I garnered enough facts
that indicate that the pilot did perform additional maintenance on the
aircraft. But since the pilot never recorded anything in the logbook,
we never know what work was actually done. So we have an
unknown. Other times the investigation determined that the aircraft
was operated for a considerable number of hours so the accident
might be caused by an operational incident like a hard landing, high
G loading, or damage caused by something as simple as hangar rash
on a wing. So the triggering factor that caused maintenance related
failure could have happened hours prior to the accident but again we
are not sure, so we put it down as another unknown.

3. Thirty-two Preventive maintenance job functions are identified in
appendix A of
Part 43.
4. Pilots, like mechanics are required to be trained to perform the
preventive maintenance tasks before accomplishing the tasks alone.
5. Private Pilots or higher are required by section 43.7 to approve an
aircraft for

These are worst case accident scenarios, the unknowns. Its bad
because the mechanic is left with the nagging doubt that he could
have screwed up. He could have killed those people. He could have
made that fatal mistake! He might be responsible! Mechanics, who
experienced this ongoing nightmare, tell me that this cold feeling of
"maybe it was my fault" never goes away. The worry lies just below
the conscience level of thought, but always making its presence
known by robbing oneself of inner peace. Other mechanics have told
me the uncertainty is like an old nagging memory poorly hidden
somewhere in the back of one's mind. The lingering doubt becomes a
dull, throbbing pain of conscience that slowly poisons old friendships
and stifles new ones.

return to service after preventive maintenance is performed.

But even the deepest buried, scabbed over, nagging doubt can come
roaring back into one's life when the memory is trigged by a visual
cue. It can happen as simply as looking over one's shoulder and
seeing a similar make and model aircraft as the fatal taxi up to the
hangar door. These memory flashbacks gives a mechanic a small
taste of hell, and hell, my friends, is a thing to avoid. And that is why
Pilots, mechanics consider it a Big Deal that pilots who work on
aircraft should follow the rules and record that work.

d. Signature and certificate number of the Pilot approving the aircraft
for return to service. Sample Entry follows:

So in the interest of safety and my sworn duty to explain and defend
the Federal Aviation Regulations I have developed this hand-out that
explains to pilots what they can do and what they cannot do when
they hold a wrench in their hand. All a mechanic has to do to become
a partner with me in this pilot educational process is to hang this
chart any where pilots gather, such as the airport restaurant, or pilot's
lounge. If you are up for a walk on the wild side perhaps you can
hand this chart out at a FAA pilot's safety meeting and answer
maintenance questions at the same time. There is an outside chance
that you might get verbally beat up a bit by an irate pilot but
education is not a risk-free business.

6. The approval for return to service log book entry for preventive
maintenance must
have the following information to comply with section 43.9:
a. Date of the completion of the work
b. Description of the work performed
c. Data used to perform the work

Powerplant Log Book for Swiftfire 200 N2195T
November 30, 2000, Tach 2445.7 hours.
Drained oil and replaced with 8 qts of (name brand). Removed oil
filter and replaced with a new (name brand) oil filter and safetied.
Cleaned spark plugs and regapped and installed new spark plug
gaskets. Spark plugs installed using recommended torque, Spark plug
leads secured. All work done in accordance with current Swiftfire
200, and (name engine make and model) current maintenance and
parts manuals, Operational run-up and leak check ok.
Patrick Poteen, Private Pilot
Certificate # 180359122

ATTENTION PILOTS---ATTENTION PILOTS

7. The pilots name and certificate number constitutes an "approval for
return to service statement" only for the preventive maintenance work
performed. (ref:

Here is the definitive word on the regulations

section 43.9(a)(4).

that permits pilots to perform maintenance

8. The performance standard for quality of work the Pilot must meet
is found in

For Aircraft Operated under Part 91 with a FAA Standard
Airworthiness Certificate.
1. Private Pilots or higher are permitted by Part 43 (Maintenance,
Preventive Maintenance, Rebuilding, and Alterations) section 43.3
(g) of the Federal Aviation Regulations to only perform "preventive"
maintenance on any aircraft owned or operated by that pilot and not
used under Part 121, 127, 129, and 135.
2. Part 1 defines "Preventive maintenance" as simple or minor
preservation

section 43.13 Performance rules. The standards are:
a. Use the methods, techniques and practices found in the current
manufacturer' s maintenance manual or instructions for continued
Airworthiness.
b. Use the recommended tools, equipment, and test equipment to
accomplish
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the work in accordance with standard industry practices.
c. If special tools are required to perform a task, then that tool or its
equivalent must be used to accomplish that task.
d. The work preformed must be of such a quality, that the condition
of the
part worked on is equal to the original or properly altered condition.
Note: The Pilot is required by section 21.303 to use replacement parts
produced by the manufacturer, or parts produced under a Parts
Manufacturer Approval, (PMA) or technical Standard Order, (TSO).
The pilot can also use standard aviation parts such as aircraft
hardware, safety wire, etc. Do not use automotive or marine parts
because these are considered suspected-unapprove d parts and once
installed on your aircraft the airworthiness certificate may not be
valid.
Note: There is one other rule in Part 43 that is argumentatively the
most important rule in the entire part. The rule is Section 43.12
Maintenance records, Falsification, Reproduction or Alteration.
Paraphrasing the rule language, the rule prohibits any individual from
making a fraudulent or intentionally false entry in any required
aircraft maintenance record. The rule also prohibits the alteration or
reproduction of aviation records for fraudulent purpose. If a pilot is
found guilty of violating section 43.12 his pilot certificate can be
suspended or revoked by the FAA.
Any questions? Please contact your nearest FSDO or call Bill
O'Brien at 202 267-3796
Just a final word to those mechanics whose suffer from feelings of
doubt similar to what I have just described: "Be at peace my friend."
On this ball of dust we are not granted the power to change the past,
but we can influence the future. Talk to other mechanics, or friends,
or clergy about what you feel, get it off your chest. I am sure, that just
talking about it will help a lot.
But if you feel uncomfortable about talking about this to your friends
or peers, give me a call. Just say when I pick up the phone that you
want to talk about a Big Deal. I will not ask for your name or where
you are calling from, but give me a second and I will put my FAA
badge in the drawer, and from then on, it will be a conversation
between two mechanics, who share a similar experience.

UPCOMING EVENTS







Tue, Dec 9 CLGC Meeting - Kilian – Winch Launching
Tue, Jan 13 CLGC Meeting - Macy at Ely, NV
Tue, Feb 10 CLGC Meeting - Canceled (See Spring
Seminar)
Sat, Feb 21 CLGC Meeting - CLGC Spring Seminar
Tue, Mar 10 CLGC Meeting - Movie Night
Tue, Apr 7 CLGC Meeting - Weck – Class B airspace

AVIATION CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS
Anything to sell? Send an email to john@derosaweb.com
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Directions to the CLGC
Meeting Hall
At Herrick Junior High School located in Downers Grove, IL.
Detailed directions are available at;
http://skysoaring.com/modules/gallery/directions

2009 ChicagoLand Glider Council
Membership/Renewal Application & Change of Information Form

Membership Renewal Due Date: January 1, 2009
Please Mail Form and $10 Check to:

ChicagoLand Glider Council
6538 N. Nordica
Chicago, IL 60631
Please remit $10 via check or money order for annual dues - payable to “ChicagoLand Glider Council”
Your Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________________ State _________________ Zip ___ _____________________

Email Address (please print very clearly) _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s) Home _____________________________ Work _____________________________Cellular _______________________________

Primary Airport and/.or Club where you fly

______________________________________________________________________________________

Pilot ratings that you hold (student, private, commercial, instructor, etc) ________________________________________________________________

Type of Glider(s) that you own

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please check the appropriate box(es) below
 New Member  Membership Renewal  Change of Street Address  Change of E-Mail Address
 Change of Telephone  Change of Glider/Airport
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ChicagoLand Glider Council
2009 Soaring Youth Grant
The ChicagoLand Glider Council Grant program is hosted under the auspices of the membership of the council and
is paid by their dues. A grant of $500 will be paid directly to the recipient’s home soaring operation and placed “on
account” for use by the recipient for their continuing soaring education.
Application Requirements: The applicant must meet all of the following requirements:
•
•
•
•
•

Be a member in good standing of the ChicagoLand Glider Council as of January 1st, 2009 and,
Be between the ages of 14 and 21 (inclusive) as of January 1st, 2009 and,
Reside within 100 miles of Chicago and,
Did not receive the previous year’s primary grant and,
Obtain a written recommendation from a Certified Flight Instructor Glider (CFIG) who is familiar with the
applicant’s qualifications and,
• Write an original typed essay of 500-1000 words on "What Soaring Means to Me…." and,
• Send all necessary documentation to the email address and the surface mail address shown below
no later than midnight, March 1st, 2009.
Applicant Information
Name

______________________________________________________________________________

Current Age:

_____________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________________________

Birthdate: ___________ / ____________ / ____________

City/State & Zip:

_________________________________ Phone: _______________________________

Soaring Location:

_______________________________________________________________________

Submit this application and all required documentation to the ChicagoLand Glider Council Grant Committee via the
email address listed below (required) and via the surface mail address below (optional). The application and
documentation must be received no later than March 1st, 2009.
The ChicagoLand Glider Council Grant Committee consists of a majority of the ChicagoLand Glider Council
officers and will solely decide the winner. The ChicagoLand Glider Council may, at their discretion, present lesser
Grants to worthy applicants. Decisions will be final and the awardee(s) will be publically announced at the regular
CLGC meeting during April.
Soaring operations eligible to receive the grant on behalf of the winner(s) are; Chicago Glider Club, Clow Airport
(A&M Aviation), American-Polish Aero Club, Park Forest South Aviation Group, Sky Soaring, Sylvania Soaring
Adventures and Windy City Soaring Association (other clubs/organizations upon request and approval).
Applications available at http://chicagolandglidercouncil.com.
Email to: john@derosaweb.com
Mail to;
ChicagoLand Glider Council Grant Committee
c/o John DeRosa
35W529 Parsons Rd
West Dundee, IL 60118
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